
 
 
 

 

Ricardo de Castro: ABRAVANA NOVA YORKQUE 
Opening Reception: Friday, May 10th, 8-10pm 

On View May 10 - May 25 

 

Abravana Nova Yorkque is a hybrid between installation, 

performance, and video created by Brazilian artist Ricardo de 

Castro and to be held in two stages. First it is an installation 

designed to receive the action of the viewer on the opening 

day of the exhibition. The viewer becomes engaged as part of 

the work space and used as transforming agents. In the 

second phase, a video recording made on the opening day 

that tracked the behavior of the viewer becomes part of the 

exhibition itself. 

  

Curated by Tim Goossens, the work of this exhibition is the 

junction of two plans, floor and wall, that define an area where 

various elements are arranged such as stairs, stools, hooks, 

allowing different forms of relationships between the body and 

the space. Established by this spatiality, some objects 

(including fabrics, pieces of wood, scraps of paper and 

adhesive, makeup, and clothing) will instigate a participatory 

action, and provide research as a condition for the completion 

of the video work itself, through the handling of the objects by 

the public and the artist. Both space and volumes, as well as 

clothing and part of the objects are painted in green, creating 

a Chroma key effect. 

 

Just as in previous Abravana performances, the whole 

process will be directed and recorded by de Castro, and the 

captured images will be used to make a video, highlighting the transformative character of 

the work. The result is the creation of an image that reveals the abstract and magical 

geometry that composes our relationships. The dilution of the bodies in the frenzy of colors 

provides a figurative redesign - the manipulation of objects in Chroma key green gives rise to 

the creation of new bodies, a constant relation between action and reaction, energy and 

magic. 
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Special thanks to Galeria Nacional, São Paulo, Brazil. 
 
Ricardo Castro lives and works in São Paulo. He studied architecture at University 

Mackenzie in 1995 and fine arts at Fundação Armando Alvares Penteado (FAAP) in 2000. He 

is the founder of Art Abravanista. In his artistic research, he develops installations, videos, 

and sculptures that propose experiments aimed at the displacement of the individual; 

therefore, opening new mental spaces, renewal of everyday attitudes, destruction of patterns, 

and the redesign of free thinking. The works have a relational character, and in some cases, 

take place in public spaces in order to share with more people the energy produced with the 

performances. 
 
Solo exhibitions include: Transformer, Casa Triângulo, São Paulo, (2012); Portal 3PV1, Paço 

das Artes, São Paulo (2010); Very Ricky - Passe lá, Casa Triângulo, São Paulo (2008); and 

Explode, curated by Pablo de La Barra, White Cubicle Toilet Gallery, London (2008). Group 

exhibitions include: The Big Picture, curated by Cecilia Dean and David Coleman, MOVE!, 

SESC Belenzinho, São Paulo (2013); Super Abravana, Gamerz Festival#5, Aix-en-Provence 

(2010); Grau Zero, Paço das Artes (2009); Cover, curated by Fernando Oliva, Museu de Arte 

Moderna, São Paulo (2008); Abravanation X Vomiding lberrys Movement Troup, curated by 

avaf, Deitch Project (2008); and Tropical Punk, Whitechapel Gallery, London (2007). 

Collaborations include: In Living Contact, with assume vivid astro focus, 28ª Bienal de São 

Paulo, curated by Ivo Mesquita, São Paulo (2008); Stamina, Whitney Biennial, with Agathe 

Snow, New York (2008); The Weasel: Pop Music and Contemporary Art, with colaboração 

com assume vivid astro focus, London (2007); Abravanation Cibelle, Auditório Ibirapuera, 

São Paulo (2007); and Abra Vana Alucinete Fogo, with assume vivid astro focus, Casa 

Triângulo, São Paulo, Brasil (2006). 

Tim Goossens was born and raised in Belgium, moved to Paris to pursue a 

Masters in Art History at Paris IV- Sorbonne, and a Masters Cum Laude in Museology at the 

prestigious Ecole du Louvre. Goossens moved to New York in 2006 and was an Assistant 

Curator at MoMA PS1 until 2010. At MoMA PS1, he curated the group exhibition Between 

Spaces (2009), and collaborated on major exhibitions including Kenneth Anger (2009) 

and Greater New York (2010) as well as the acclaimed performance series Saturday 

Sessions. As an independent curator he has organized exhibitions for the Berlin Biennial, 

Official Collateral Event, 2012; Ellen Depoorter, Governor's Island, NY, 2009; Daria Marchik, 

Kiev, Ukraine, 2009; the major Belgian group show Avec le Temps - In Temps, Robert Miller 

Gallery, NY, 2009; and RISD Expose, RISD, Providence, 2010. He is currently a Curatorial 

Advisor at The Clocktower Gallery where he curated the recent group exhibition Dark 

Paradise with Joan Jonas, Patti Smith, and Zipora Fried, 2013.  
 


